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Have read the ran you * me Ye 
ſterday, entituled, The Morality of Stage 
Plays ſeriouſly conſidered, &c. I am ſorry, 
to hear, that has been, of late, the Subject 

of much Controverſy, (I ought rather to have 

ſaid) the Subject of much Contention here, for 
really Truth pe” Argument are all on one > 

of the Queſtion. _. 
3 _ Many Years are paſt WOT 1 ſettled x my 
; Op inion of that Matter, and was ſo fully fo 7 
daß and determined, that I have not _ the 
Papers which have come abroad on either Side, 
and perhaps never would, if your Ladyſhip 
had not deſired T ſhould read this one, and give 
you my Opinion of it. 

I own I have no Talent at compounding 
Matters between Wiſdom and Folly, Virtus 
and Vice, or Chriſt and Belial; nor 1 wool 1 
attempt it, unleſs I were firſt made certain, that 
Men may get to Heaven upon their. .own _ 
| Terms, and that it is not the Privilege of r 

Crcator and Redeemer to preſcribe to his on 

Creatures, or to ſettle the Conditions upon 
which their F 1 and his erey are 
1 be obtained. „ 
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As I do not know the Author of this Perfor- 


mance, I may treat him with the leſs Ceremo- 
Fake 6 N 3 * = 

ny: Whoeyer he is, he ſeems more Maſter of 

Language, than of Logick, and to have ſtudi- 


ed more the Smoothneſs of his Stile, than the 
Truth of his Narrative, or the Force of his 
BS EG. 4 1 Ao 

I have conſidered his Performance as ſeriouſ- 
H, and perhaps as fully as he has done; and 
that you may not think I am unjuſt to him, I 
will lay before you a few Samples of his Rea- 
Foning, and leave you to judge how lucky he 


has been in his Choice of Topicks, how diſ- 


erect and fit his Premiſſes, and how fair and 


conſequential his Inferences are. Not that 


I will pretend to equal him in his Flow of 
! Words, or in his Arts of Soothing, and Inſi- 
{ tation: If I could imitate him in this, I would 


not, for Truth needs no painting to increaſe 
its Beauty ; it appears beſt in its native Co- 


Jours, and plain Dreſs. 


After a long artful Preface, (by which he 


would perſwade the Reader, that he had no- 


thing in his View, but the Peace of Society, and 


the Good of Mankind) he brings forth his firſt 


Argument in favour of the Stage; an Argu- 
ment which I tremble to r epeat, it borders fo 


nigh upon Blaſphemy, ſomething. like that of 


theancient Phariſees, who accuſed our Saviour 
of caſting out Devils by Be/zebub. © | 


+ He fays, (Page 4th) Our Savionr, who 


e appeared at a Time when Plays were in high 
128 1 % 4 
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A — ſays nothing to warn us of their Immo- 


ſual, deviliſh, into ſpiritual, holy; and heavenly A 
: minded, 2 


T8 7 
« Repute in different Parts of the Roman Em- 


« rality. Now, Madam, ſuppoſe this were 
true, it would conclude nothing; it is at beſt 
but a negative Argument, of which every one 
knows the little Force, and that it is againſt all 
the Rules of Reaſoning, from Silence to infer 
Approbation. I do not remember to have read 


in the Goſpel that our Saviour has faid any 


Thing directly to warn us of the Immorality of 
Suicide, and yet I hope this Author will not 
hence infer, > 4a. Self-murder is lawful. _ 
But I wiſh the Author had ſeriouſly conſt 
dered the Deſign of our bleſſed Lord's coming - 
into the World, the Manner of his Appearance 
in it, with the Aim and Tendency of his 


Doctrines, his Precepts and Example, to ſee 


whether any of theſe would yield the leaſt 


Shadow of Authority, or but 2 for the 
Play-houſe. The Deſign of his Incarnation 


was to ſave Sinners. — And for that End, net 


only to make an Atonement for them by his 
Blood, but by his Word and Spirit to redtify 


the Diſorders which were got into our Nature, _ - 
which ſet and kept us at Diſtance and Enmi- 


with God, to enable us to reſtrain and ſub- 


5 our 6001 Luſts and Paſſions, to make us 


new Creatures, transformed from earthly, ſen- 


The Manner of his Appearance, the Condi 
tion of Life he choſe, was that of Poverty and 


Contempt, ſubject to Hunger, Thirſt, Weari- 3 
aas, and the common Feelings of Sympathy 2 


1-4 1] 

and Compaſſion. — He went about doing Good, , 
doing the beſt Things, and ſuffering — worſt: 
In thort; he appeared in the Form of a Servant, 
which Form he aſſumed, not of Neceſſity but 
Choice, as moſt conducive to his gracious De- 
ſign, which was to inculeate thoſe Virtues, 
which, I hope; even this Gentleman will not 
boy ate taught in the Play-houſe —— © 

His divine Doctrines and Precepts all point 
the fame Way with his holy Example. He 
enjoins Purity and Peacefulneſs, Meekneſs and 
Mercy, - Self-denial, taking up the Croſs, and 
Mornfication of our ſenſual Luſts and Appe- 
tites.——Are theſe Virtues taught and learned 
ey the Play-houſe?— | 

Me read in the Goſpel, that out bleſſed on 
viour was often in the Temple and Synagogues, 
but not once in the Theatre: That he ſpent 
watchful Nights in Devotion, but none in Di- 
verſions: That he withdrew from the Crowd 
for the Purpoſes of Meditation and Prayer, but 
not that he reſorted to it for Frolick or Amuſe- 
ment. My Charity obligeth me to think 
this Author had not erioully conſidered all 
this, and that the Character of a Believer or 
Chriſtian indeed, implies a careful Imitation of 
Chriſt's Examfy ple, Oc. If he had, he could not 
have had 9 enough to mention this Ar- 
gument for the Play, in a Country profeſſing 
Chriſtianity ; ; at leaſt: while the Liberty we 
boaſt of, is (J hope) not as yet ſuppoſed = 
imply a Liberty to blaſpheme. 
When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt cnjcined mY 
1. Fol ollowers ig * ſearch the Scriptures to find 2 


as a Society, diſtinct from theſe of the World, 
appointing and ſending Men choſen by bim, 
on Purpoſe to inſtruct and goyern'that Society, 
| | _ Commiſſion and Authority, to teach and 


Rhea app vpplying the Deficiencies of thei 
authorised, ordinary 5 


che Difficulties occurring in the Paſſages writ. 


1 9 5 31 | 
s ternal Life, had . a. Hint i favoud. 
= of Comedies at Tragedies, and bid them real 
or hear, and ſtudy Plays, as a needful or pro- 
per Appendix and u er r to bis: holy 
Word, 0 FR rin © Ha 


When he eſtabliſhed his Church upon Earth 


—_ that is, to make Diſciples, and mitiate 

them into the Belief and PraQiice of -his Rell- 
gion, and Privileges of his Kingdom, telling 
them for their Encouragement in that difficnſt 
Work, That“ to deſpiſe, or not to hear them, 
was” in Effect to deſpiſe him. Had he then 
pat in a Salo in favours of the Writers and 
Actors of Plays, and ſent his Diſciples to the 


uides. 

When he rde miraculous Ohres and 
bid the Perfons recovered © ſhew themſelves to 

the Prieſts; and make their Acknowledgments 
« to God by the proper Oblation; had he 
told them they might be churched i in the Play | 
houſe, : ST 21 

When he warn and his Diſci ples, That 4 tho | 
fe Way to Heaven 4 is ſtrait, 5 the Gate dar- 
# row, and that there are but few whOQð d it“ 
Had he ſent them to the Theatre, to len ho r 
to widen the Entrance, or to ſoften and me, 


M this been true, tis Gentleman might - f 


. 6. J 
have ſaid Gincthing to Purpoſe for the Stage; 
but the direct contrary appears to be the Caſe. 


I am really concerned and prieved, Madam, 1 ; 
t find the Goſpel of our Salvation thus bur- 
leſqued, and the bleſſed Author of it thus r- 


dichiled and trifled with. Certainly this hardy 


Writer muſt have a poor Opinion of the Un- 


| derſtanding and Virtue of his Readers, when 
by ſuch a Mixture of Profaneneſs and Andaci- 


ty, he queſtions or affronts all their Attain- * 
ments in Chriſtianity and common Senſe.—— : | 


I will finiſh this Article with my earneſt Pray- 


ers for him, that God would bring him to a 1 
better Mind, and not lay this Sin to Tits Charge. 


His next Argument is in the ſame Page; 
there he tells us, That © the Apoſtle Paul in 


* writing his Epiſtle to the Romans, among 


wn various Inſtructions and Cautions which he 
gives us, is ſilent on the Subject of Plays, 
* which were then in high Repute amongſt 
«© the People he was writing to.” 
This Argument is ſo much of a Piece with 
the former, that the ſame Anſwer will ſuffice. 
Tt is plainly negative, and you have already 
ſeen what Weight it can have, and that from 
ſimple Silence or Omiſſion, it is not ſafe to 
' infer Conſent or Approbation. 
But had this Author ſeriouſly conſidered this 
excellent E piſtle, or but the firſt and twelfth 
ee je of it, tis poſſible he might have made 
very different Concluſion. —— Towards the 
End o the firſt ce the ga err rot 
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| POT dreadful Deſcription of the Religion 
Faſhion among the Heathen Romans at this 
Time. One can ſcarce read it without: pitying 

their Ignorance, Stupidity and Debauchery, to 

which the Theatre had contributed not a litle; 


as will appear by and by, from unexceptiontble 


; | Evidence fetched out of, their own eras ©5124 
and Poets. 


He begins the 12th Chapter with exhorting 
ls * to offer themſelves to God, a holy, 


S N and acceptable Sacrifice, See. - and 


« that they ſhould -- zot be conformed to this 
25 „ orld, but be transformed by the renew- 


4 2 ing of their Mind, that they might prove 


e is the Bard and acceptable, and perfect 
« Will of God.” And in the reſt of that 


Chapter, he · gives many Inſtructions and Ex 


hortations, not to duelling, fighting, or Suicide; 


not to cheating or robbing; not to intrigueing, 


procuring, or Amours, (which are often exhi- 
bited upon the Suge, and (I am ſorry to ſay it) 


; more frequently and more barefacedly upon the 


preſent Briti/h, than it was of old upon the Pagan 
Greek, and Roman Theatres; but to other Du- 
tics and Purpoſes, to Diligence in our Buſineſs; 
Modeſty in our Behaviour, Fervour in our 
Devotions, Charity without Hypoctify—Almſ- 


1 giving and Hoſpitality, and Abhorrence of that 


which is evil, Oc. &c.' And which of theſe 
laſt Leſſons are often and plainly taught on 


the Stage, I think L W venture to leave: this 


Author to tell. eee e 
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1 
le nent proeceds to (what he would have 
| paſs for poſitive Proof from Scripture.) telling 
us, that, In his preaching at - Athens, the 
fame Apoſtle (Paul) expreſly quotes a Sen- 
& tence from one of the Greek Poets, Ads 
| * "xvii. 28. For in him we live, and Move, 
A, and have our Beingx as certain. of their own 
L pc Poets have ſaid. This, ſays he, is a very 
24 4 ſublime Expreſſion, and beautifully applied 
e * by the Apoſtle, as will appear on .conſulting 
Z.c- * the Context. It ſhews that he was ſenſible 
. % of the Inſtructions, and good Impreſſions 
LM & we may receive from Poetry, and was direct- 

„ed by that Spirit which had ſupported him 
„“in his Miniſtry, to apply it ſo properly to 
te thoſe Purpoſes. Nor is this the only Proof 
«he has given of good Performances of this 
4c Nature. He has in the firſt Epiſtle to the 
e Corinthians, xv. 33. inſerted upon the ſacred 
« Text, a Line from a Greek Play, which 
& now ſubſiſts, Be not decayed, evil Commu- 

© nications corrupt good Mamners.”, 7 
- The laſt of theſe Quotations is from Menan- 
der a Greek Poet, and very properly it is brought 
on that Occaſion, The Apoſtle had been re- 
futing the Epicureans, whoſe chief Aim was 
Pleaſure, or indulging their Appetites, as ap- 
pears from the preceeding Verſe, taken like- 
ways from one of them, Let us eat and 
* drink, for To-morrow we die.“ In Oppo- 
ſition to this brutal Dogma, he brings 2 
| this Line of Menander, e W 
— 1 9 85 | , Cs 


F 


| 
| 


. . 


r 


three Heathen Authors, cited 1 in the New 7. 


es 


«: Sc. And is there any Impropriety in fight- 


ing an Adverſary with his own Weapons ? or 


can we think the Apoſtle, by this Citation, Ty 


meant to enrol the Wirks of M my into 


the Canon of Scripture? 


The former Quotation, Ads xvii. 28. is ta- 


Here the Apoſtle, at Athens, was engaged a- 


gainſt the Stoicks, who denied that God made 
the World, but ſuppoſed it to have ſtarted in- 


to Exiſtence, by Chance medley, or a fortui- 
tous Concourſe of Atoms. — Againſt this fan- 
ciful unphiloſophical Dream, the Apoſtle brings 


the Conceſſion of one of their own Poets, In 


him we live and move, and have our Being.” 
Only whac Aratus had aſcribed to Jupiter, the 
Apoſtle transfers to the true God, whom (at 
that Time) the People of Athens knew not. 
I could have helped our Author to a third 


Citation from 2 Heathen Poet, which, for 


certain Reaſons, he did not chuſe to mention, 
and I do not remember to have met with any 
more in the New Teſtament; tis in Titus i. 
12. The Cretians are alway s Liars; evil 


c Beaſts, flow Bellies.” This | is taken from” 


Epimenides, another Greek Poet, and very 


properly brought furth in an Admonition 5. 13 


Titus, who was left in Crete to eſtabliſh a 


all theſe Citations to the Cauſe, this Gentle 
man has taken upon him to defend * Of 


B Nament, 


* q 
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<a 


| ken from Aratus, one of the Greek Poets. 


ter Religion amongſt them. But what avail; | 


1 


a 


8 two were as IL and but the third 
E Menander) wrote Comedies,” or furniſhed any 
Entertainment for the Stage. A Heathen Po- 
et may ſtumble upon an Expreſſion wiſe and 
true; an inſpired Writer (for a particular Pur- 
poſe) cites that wiſe Saying. What can be in- 
e from thence? I hope not that both Au- 

thors are of qual Authority. The Devil ſpoke 
Truthwhen he informed againſt 70h. Does 
. Jab ſerve God for nought? But will any 
Man infer from thence, that we may fafely ap- 
ply to the Devil for Information, or Advice? 
No, Madam, Truth is God's Truth, where- 
ever it is found; like a Mine of Gold, it ſtill 
belongs to the King in whoſoever's Ground i it 
Wo 5 fred, Enough is ſaid, to ſhew how 
-- - modeſt and juſt that Expreſſion of this Author 
As, Page '6thi; where he tells us, The Authors 
* of fuch Works (i. e. Plays) have been c- 
ſteemed worthy of great Praiſe, and have 
been thought to bear a conſiderable Part int 
s promoting the Intereſt of Virtue: We can- 
not doubt of this, (ſays he) when we find 
any Degree of Regard paid to them in holy 
* WII rit; and what we have obſerved to this 

4 Purpoſe above, is ſufficient to connect their 
Defence with the Honour of Scripture itſelf.” 
8 Madam, The Word of God in holy 
tte, is the Privilege, and greateſt Bleſſing in 

the Cuſtody of Chriſtians : We ought often to 

read, hear; and meditate upon it, with Atten- 
tion, - Reveretice, Humility, and a teachable 
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Diſpoſition, free from Prej udice det;! pollehn - * 
ſion, a Diſpoſition to delle whatever God 2925 A 
and to obey. whatever he commands. Un: 
happy and un wiſe are they, who do not con- 

ſult and ſtudy, and liſten to theſe ſacred Ora- 
cles, for the Improvement of their Minds, aui 
the Conduct of their Lives. But I am a- 
fraid there are many who read the Holy Scripe 
tures for other Purpoſes, and with ill Delign L— 
Some read theſe. ſacred Books as they rs" 2 
News Paper or a Romance, only for Gurioſ: 3 
ty, or for the Sake of Hiftory or Amuſe» _ 
ment: Others read them with- Prejudice and 

Prepoſſeſſion. They have got ſome favours 
ite den into their Heads, and. therefore 
they ranſack the Bible, and ſtudy thoſe Parts 
of it which ſeem to carry ſome Correſponden—- 

cy to the Opinion they have an theſe; 
they rack, and ſcrew into a perfect Conformity 
with their own fond Conceits, and improve e- 
very little Probability into a Demonſtration.— 
I with this Author may not have read in this 
„ 4014 2423, 28 ns 5 

There are ſome, who read the Word. of 8 
God inſidiouſly, on Purpoſe to find: Matter -of 
Objection and Cavil againſt it, only that they 
may get free of its Reſtraints, and the Yoke it © 
lays upon them: But there are others, who'ta 
Malice add Contempt, who not only ſtifle and 
reſiſt its divine Precepts, but alſo revile and ri- 
dicule them, arraign the Wiſdom of God, and © 


14 1 his Laws to be weak and imer: | 
[ 5 i OW: ; 
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Bent, lay their Scenes of ridiculous Mich i 
the Bible, rally in the ſacred Dialect, and play 
the Buffoons Srl the moſt ſerious . in 
wh World. | 

Whether this Deſaipdon will take in che 
Britiſh Stage, I will leave to others to judge. 

Tho' neither my Circumſtances nor ncli- 
nation lead me to attend the Stage, Iam not ſo 

unacquainted with what is exhibited (and ſome- 
times applauded) there, but that I fear, the 
Holy Name of God, his Word, his Ordinan- 
ces, and his Miniſters, Wc. are 0 made the 
Subject of their profane Wit and Drollery: If 
my Books do not deceive me, J could point to 
= very Plays and ho where theſe. Things 
occur. 

And if we are come to this impious Licen⸗ 
tiouſneſs, I cannot forbear thinking it is one of 
the Wonders of God's long Suffering, that there 

are not as many eminent Inſtances of the Ven- 
geance, as there are of the Guilt. Certainly 
this Abuſe in Men, who ſtill ſeem to own the 
1 Bible: is the Word of God, is more monſtrous 
Ha A WD thoſe Deiſts who deny it: Theſe look 
as a common Thing, and uſe it as 
b. but for thoſe who till confeſs it ſacred, 
thus to proſtitute and profane it, or to encou- 
rage them that do fo, is a flat Contradiction, 
as much againſt the Rules of Decency and Ci- 
vility, as of Religion. —'Tis to offer the ſame. 
Abuſe to Jeſus Chriſt in his Word, which. the 
rude Soldiers did to his Perſon, to bow the 
5 | Knee 


F 


Nnee before it, and yet expoſe it as an Obe, 
of Scorn and Laughter.— Men may flatter 
themſelves that theſe lighter Frolicks will pafs 
for nothing, ſo long as they do not ſerionſſy 
and maliciouſly oppoſe God's Word: But tho 


they be in Jeſt, they may find God in earneſt; 


and that he who has magnified his Word above 
all Things, will not brook that we ſhould make 
it vile and cheap, by playing and dallying with 
it for our Sport and Paſtime; nor will be pleaſ- 
ed to have his own Words echoed back to him 
m profane Droller ... 2 
That this Author I am now ſeriouſly conſi- 
dering, has read the holy Scriptures with ſome 
of the bad Intentions I have mentioned, there 
is (beſide what is already ſaid) a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption in his 8th to 13th Page; there he 
brings a profane, ſaucy, impertinent Parallel 
between the Hiſtory of Joſeph and the late 
Tragedy of Douglas. „ POS 
I have not ſeen this late Tragedy, which has 
made ſo much Noiſe, and is like to be hurt- 

ful in its Conſequences, but have been told 

(by them I can truſt) what the Author's Plan 

is, and how he has wrought it up. And real- 

ly, Madam (without inſiſting upon the great 
Odds between true and falſe, Hiſtory and 
Fable, or facred and profane, ) I can diſcover 
no ſuch Proportion or Reſemblance between' 
the two Caſes, as can juſtify a Compariſon. 
By this Gentleman's own Account of Tra- 
gedy (Page 7th and 8th) © it ought to be ſeri- 
N . | 66 ous, 


- en 
a 


ly on great and intereſtin 
— Me can't therefore (ſays he) condemn 


— 1 


L. 14 1 


gus, grave and majeſtic; to repreſent the A 


4 ctions of great Men, and their Conduct chief- 
Occaſions, Oc. 


the Story repreſented i in any Tragedy till we 
& know of what Kind it is, till we know whe- 


t ther it tends to leave good Impreſſions or 


bad ones in the Minds of the —— — 
Now let us apply theſe two Caſes to his own 


Rule. The firſt ſhews us a pious, modeſt, inno- 


cent young Man, engaged in a Variety of Trials 
and Dangers, Snares and Diſtreſſes. He ſtill 
preſerves his Integrity, reſiſts Temptations, and 
adheres to God and Duty; and after his Vir» 
tue had been ſufficiently tried, and held out in 


the Trial, at laſt it conquers all Oppoſition, 5 


and is 8 even in, this World. 


In the other is repreſented an hende 
Lady, ſtruggling againſt many Counter-blaſts 
of F ortune, and Storms of adverſe Fate: For 


ſome time ſhe ſtands the Shock, and has Re- 


courſe to Tears and Prayers, and Expoſtula- 


tions with God. But at laſt her Patience is 
worn out, ſhe finds no Benefit in drawing nigh 
to the moſt High, Why ſhould ſhe wait upon 
God any nf ſo ſhe falls into Deſpair, s 
mad, and kills herſelf. 

The firſt ſets before us a noble Example of 
Fortitude, Conſtancy, and Perſeverance in Vir- 


tue and Holineſs, the other exhibits an Inſtance 


of Deſpair and Self-murder. I would ask this 


Apologit, which of the two is moſt jmitable, 
| and 


* 


- 
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andd leaves the beſt Impreſſions on the Meer 


the Hearer ? 

After this Author had inſinusted P. 12h) 
That the Chriſtian Church has not-invaria- 
„ bly diſcouraged good Plays.” He tells us, 
(Page 13th) “ That the F athers'of the Church, 


* whoſe Authority is probably referred to oh 


6 this Occaſion, ought ſurely to have very lit- 
„%% Credit with us on their own Account. 
That a great Part of the Superſtition of the 
„Church of Rome is derived from their Inven- 
** tions, and that we have already totally re- 
4 jected the Authority of them, and their oral 
cc Traditions, when we reformed the Ln. 
* tion of the Popiſh Church... 
lis Gentleman ſeems to be unacquainted 
hah the Popiſh Controverſy, and the Hiſtory 
of the Reformation from the Errors of that 
Church; had he ſeriouſly conſidered theſe,” he 


would have found, that the Popiſh Errors were 


confuted, not by Texts of Scripture only, but by 
concurring Teſtimonies from the Fathers of the 
early Ages, who lived and wrote, and were in 
high Eſteem, long before what we call Popery 
had prevailed in the World, however little Va- 
lue he may now ſet on them. —Had he known 
this, I hope he would not have made the 
Church of Rome, ſo valuable a Preſent as that 


of the Fathers ; this is really throwing too much 5 


Weight into their Side of the Balance. Howe- 
ver, as Plays ſtill ſubſiſt in Popiſh Countries, 


that is one of the n 1 the Roman 
12 | Co 
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Church, not yet reformed, which this Author 


ſeems very unwilling to part with. 
In the ſame Page he ſays, ' © Grey gory Nan- 
* Zijamzen, a Father of the Church, = a Per- 


6 ſon of great Piety, endeavoured to ſupplant 


« Heathen Plays, by introducing one which 
he wrote himſelf, on the mot intereſting | 
Subject of our Religi gion. 
2 that — Nauzianzen lived in 
the 4th Century, was a good Scholar, and 
1 is more) a good Man, that he wrote 
reek in as great Purity as any one of his 
Time; inſomuch that they ſubſtituted his Wrt 
tings in place of the ancient Greek Authors, 


as the Standard of that Language. But what 


then, may not one be a good Scholar without 
writing Plays? My Books tell me that he 
wrote 55 Diſcourſes or Sermons, and yet a 


greater Number of divine Poems: But muſt e- 


very Poet be a Comedian? | 
I know too that there was a furious Piece, 
a Tragedy, entituled, The Sufferings of Chriſt, 
#@nce aſcribed to him; but I hope this Author 
does not mean to palm that upon us at this 
Time of Day, as the Work of Nanzianxen, af- 
ter the beſt Judges, and moſt learned Critics 
(ſuch as Doctor Cave and Dupin) have declar- 
ed it unworthy of him, and delivered his Cha- 
racter from that Imputation. 
But what if; to oblige our Author, I could 
give up Gregors Nanzianzen as a Friend to the 


1 it would profit him very little, when all 
| his 


ol 


4 


his Contemporaries, and the Fathers both be- 
fore and after him, (whether ſingle or united 
in G6uncils) have bore Teitimony on the 0+ 
ther Side. " GY 77 Om 
It would not be difficult for me to lay be- 
fore your Ladyſhip the Sentiments of the early 
Fathers on this Subjet.— Of Theophilus of 
Antioch, and Tertullian in the 2d Century, 
(this laſt is deciſive, and has exhauſted the Ar- 
gument;) of Clemens of Alexandria, Mi- 
 wutins Felix and Cyprian in the third; and 
after them of J. ackantius, Chryſoſtom, Hierom, 
and Auguſtine. I might alſo ſet before you 
the Decrees or Canons of Councils, both in 
| Europe and Africa, againſt the Stage, down to 
the 5th Century, and I would come no lower 
than to thoſe good Times of Truth, Piety and 
Purity, before Popery (properly ſo called) had 
got Footing in the World. 0 : 
But I foreſee this would be tedious, and 


ſwell this Letter beyond the Bulk I intended; 


beſides, I am afraid our Author would have no 
Regard for the Sentiments of thoſe old holy - 
Men, (ſome of them Martyrs too ;) tho', if the 


Grace of God ſhould touch his Heart ſo far, 


as ſeriouſly to conſider their Reaſonings on this 
Subject, I dare ſay he would alter his Opinion 

of the modern as well as the ancient Stage, and 
not think ſo contemptibly of them that oppoſe 
it as at preſent he ſeems to: d . 
There is one Thing I would beg Leave to in- 
ſert here, though it is out of its proper Place. 
„„ Upon 


/ 


— 18 
bo na : Rabi of [ZI I find A Paſſage 
: which I ought to have remembered, when 1 

was animadverting upon the Author's firſt Claſs 
of Arguments for the Stage, i. e. thoſe from 
Seripture. . As It efcaped me there, I will give 
it Room here, though it might have done bet- 
ter in another Place. It ſeems the Sentiments 
and Faſhions of ſome, have been the ſame in 
all Ages. Tertullian ſays, That in his Time, 
& ſome People's Faith was either too full of 
6 Scruples, or too barren of Senſe, and that 
cr nothing would ſerve to ſettle them but a Text 
“ of Scripture: That they hovered in Uncer- 
© tainty, becauſe it is not as expreſly ſaid, 1 hou 
& ſhalt not go to the Play-houſe, as it is, Thou 
& ſhalt not lll. But this looks more like 
# Fencing than Argument: For we have the 
5 Meaning of the Prohibition, though not the 
Fe Sound, in the firſt Plalm, Bleſſed is the 
% Man that walks not in the Counſel of the 
& L eh: nor ſtands in the Way of Sinne ru, 
nor fi its in the Seat of the Seorrful ; 
But it is poſſible, and not very unlikely, that 
this ſly Author is one of thoſe fine Gentlemen, 
(ddiſtinguiſhed by the good Name of Free- think- 
ers, ) who ſtrut and vapour upon the Privileges 
and Extent of their Reaſon and natural Pow- 
| ers.—And if he is, I would refer him to other 
Authorities againſt the Stage, to which he will 
probably pay more Reſpect; I mean thoſe of 
| the ancient Heathen Sages, both Greek and 
= — Philoſophers, Orators and 8 0m | 
8 5 am 2 
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I am convinced, . Nl was the ſane in 2 
the Days of Socrates, Pythagoras, Plata and ; 
Ariſtotle, that it is now, (except that it is 
dignified by ſeſus Chriſt's aſſuming it) and that 
they enjoyed no leſs Clearneſs and Strength of 
natural Reaſon, than a Shaftrbary, Tindal 
Toland, Collins, Moolſton, Bolingbroke, or any 
other of the later Deiſts do; notwithſtanding 
all the Helps they have derived from Holy 
Scripture, 5a which they are very unthankful, 
and of which they have made a very bad Uſe: 

| Now, Madam, If it ſhould appear that the 
beſt and wiſeſt, and moſt eſteemed of the Hea- 
then Fathers, did (for human and political 
Reaſons) diſapprove of the Stage, and that 
even in that Time of Darkneſs and Infide- 
lity, few or none did contend for, or fur- 
niſh. Entertainment for the Stage, but poor, 
half-bred Scholars, whoſe Wit was predomi- 
nant for their Judgment, or who wrote either 
for Vanity, or Neceſlity for Subſiſtence, or an, 
Affectation of Singularity. This might be 
worthy of our Author's ſerious Conſideration. 
Plato baniſheth Plays {rom his Common- 
wealth, becauſe (ſays he,) they raiſe the Paſſi- 
ons, and pervert the Uſe of them, and there- 
fore are dangerous to Morality. Ariſtotle 
lays it down for a Rule, that the Law oughr 
to forbid young People the ſeeing of Comedies, 
for very good Reaſons which he there aſſigns.—- 
And Xemphon commends the Per ſians, that 
they would not ſuffer their Youth to ſee an 
Thing amorous, becauſe it was * 8 
add Weight to the Bias of Nature. 113 


P 

Such were the Sentiments of the wiſer 
Greeks: And accordingly Plutarch tells, that 
the Lacedemonians, (who were remarkable for 


the Wiſdom of their Laws, the Sobriety of 


their Manners, and their breeding of brave 


Men, ) would not in their Government endure 
the Stage in any Form, nor under any Regula- 


' * tlon.— And even the Athenians, who admit- 
ted the Play-houſe in their State, yet thought 


Comedy lo unreputable a Performance, that they 
made a Law, That no Judge of the Areopa- 
gu ſhould make one. =D 
Tf we come down to the Romans, we ſhall 
find the ſame Impreſſions in the wiſeſt and beft : 
Cicero cries out upon *© licentious Plays and 
* Poems, as the Bane of Sobriety and an Hin- 
“ derance to wiſe Thinking. He ſays ex- 
preſly, That Comedy ſubſiſis in Lewdneſs, 
and that Fleaſure is the Root of all Evil.“ 


Titus Living tells us the Origin of Plays a- 
mong the Romans, I hat they were brought in 


upon the Score of Religion, to pacify the Gods, 
and remove a Mortality; But then he adds, 
That the Motives are ſometimes good, when 
the Means are bad; that the Remedy in this 


"Caſe was worle than the Diſeaſe, and the 


' Atonement more infectious than the Plague. 


His Contemporary Valerius Maximus gives 
much the ſame Account of the Riſe of The- 
atres at Rome But then he ſays, they occaſi- 
oned civil Diſtractions; that the State firſt bluſh- 


cc, and then bled for the Entertainment: And 
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fo he Halli the Ce e of Pla is | 
tolerable. 
Seneca complains of the — ind * 
Debauchery of the Age, and how forward 
People were to improve in that which was 
nought ; that ſcarce any Body would apply # 
themſelves to the Study of Nature and Moras 7 
lity, unleſs when the Play-houſe was ſhut, or 
the Weather foul. —— That there is nothing 
more deſtructive to good Manners than to run 
| idling to ſee Sights ; for there Vice makes an i 

ſenſible Approach and ſteals in upon us in 7 | 
Diſguiſe of Pleaſure. 

Tacitus complains of Neno, thar Be hired 
decayed Gentlemen for the Stage: He ſays, it 
was the Part of a Prince to-relieve their. Ne- 

ceſſity, but not to tempt it, and that his Boun- 
ty ſhould rather have ſet them above an ill Pra» 
ctice, than driven them upon it. And in an- 
other Place, he tells us, the German Women 
were guarded againſt Danger, and. kept their 
Honour out of Harm's Way, by W no 
Viay- hauſer amongſt them. _ WO, 
' Nay, even Ovid himſelf, whoſe Pe 95 * 
(ſome of them, ) had contributed not a le 
Aſſiſtance to Amours and Immorality, yet 
when he came to himſelf, he endeavours to 
make ſome Amends for his Faults, and gives 
| Auguſtus a ſort of Planfar a publick Refor- 
mation ; and among other Things he adviſes 
the e "g 55 7" 1-4 * — Sek 
„ n 


1 . Naadation can mean no leſs than Perſons of 
i 172 Character. And upon this Text Gotho- 
1 2 ed ſays, © The Function of Players was (by 
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|| F<: But as Poeodeſie US was 2 Chriſtian, I. ought 
Or d haye mentioned. him in this Place, tho“ 
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. ks whey were the 1 of Lewdneſs, 


“ and Difolution of Manners.” 


j 5 In the Theodo ian Code, Players are called 


a Name, which according to the ſofteſt 


— EF Law) counted ſcandalous; and > we 
1 5 they who came upon the Stage to divert 
. the People, had 2 Mark of Infamy ſet upon 


t them,” - 


wad — 
; « 


* 


the fourth Century, and long before 


be 


I 1 Riſe of Popery.—-Nor was it neceſſary, as 


may go back to the Times of Heathen 
3 ee to find the, Government obſerving and 


2 Aubing the Stage. The Roman Cerſors, whoſe 


teſs it was io take Care of Regularity and 


= Manners, looked on theſe Play-houſes as no o- 


ther than Batteries raiſed againſt Virtue and So- 
briety, and for this Reaſon often pulled them 


here we can argue upon the Precedents of Na- 
ture, and plead the wiſer Heathens againſt the 
"fooliſh. —— If Magiſtrates now ſhewed the 
ſame Zeal, they could not eſcape our Author's 
very ſevere Cenſure Upon this View Pom- 


pey onthe Great, when he built his dramatick 


Bawdy-houſe, put a Chapel on the Top of it; 
He would not let it go under the Name of a 


3 but conveened the, People to a ſo- 


lemn 


n 2 
wy 2 9 * ; 
* 
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. before they were well built. — So that 
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aka Dedication, LIN tl, it che Temp 5 4 
Venus; giving them to underſtand, that b | 
were Benches under it for Diverſion. — For 
was afraid, if he had not gone this cunning Way 
to Work, the Cenſors might afterwards have 
razed. the Monument, and branded his Memo! 
Thus a ſcandalous Pile of Building'was 
Ot, the Temple covered the Play-houſez 
and the Care and Diſcipline of the Magiſtrate = 
were baffled by a Pretence of Religion.” 
This, Madam, was the Opinion of theſe cele- 
rated Authors with reſpect to Theatres ; they _ 
charge them with the Corruption of Principles 
and Manners, and lay in Cautions and Caves _ 
ats (very wile and judicious) againſt them; and 
. yet theſe Men had ſeldom any Thing but this 
World in their Scheme, and formed their Judg> | 
ments only upon natural Light, and common 
Experience: All they aimed at was the Prefer- 
vation of Virtue, Decency and good Order, 
with the Peace and Safety of the States and 
Countries they lived in: For they had little or 
no Notion of a future Life, and were very un- 
certain about what ſhould become of them when | 
they died. "LA 
Nov, one would think, that the ANG 
ſhould riſe in its Force, and conclude much 
ſtronger with us, who have Life and Immorta- 
lity brought to Light by the Goſpel, are ſure. 
that there is a future Reckoning, where we 
muſt account for the Manner in which we have 


ſpent o our Time he? and be finally doomed to 


+ ophrt . : : eta 
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everlaſting Miſery or Happineſs, according to 


our Behaviour. 


It could never be the Deſign of God's Pro- 
Vvoidence (wiſe and good) to ſend us into this 


World merely to frisk and ſpoxt, and play our- 


ſelves a while,(like young Beaſts in a fine fruitful 
Meadow) and then tumble out of it with as lit- 


tle Care, or Thought (as they have) of what 


is to become of us hereafter. FE ONE 
It is a common Complaint, That Life is ſhort, 


and the Term of it uncertain. Is it not then 
very ſurpriſing, that they who make this Com- 
plaint, ſpend ſo great a Part of this ſhort Time, 
either to no Purpoſe, or to that which is worſe. 


than none, by running about from one idle 


Amuſement to another, all of them unprofitable, 
and ſome of them dangerous? -  . 
Not that I intend by this to recommend 
Dulneſs and Solitude, and a total Abſtraction 
from Company and the World, while we live 
in it, but only in ſo far as we have renounced it 
in our Baptiſm. It is none of my Meaning 


to make People Monks or Hermits, nor to for- 


bid proper Diverſions and Recreations ; only I 
would have them well timed, well choſen, ſuch 


as may conduce to Health, Vigour, Activity, 
and the Improvement of our Minds and Man- 
ners; and I'm afraid the Entertainments of the 
Play-houſe conduce to neither. POLY 
I I do not ſay the Action, or Oratory in the 
| >. Pulpit, is equal to theſe on the Stage; but I 
| think I may venture to affirm, there is more of 
Ro e Truth, 
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*Truth, Morality and good Senſe, in one well 
compoſed Diſcourſe, than has appeared in all 
the Plays exhibited on the Britiſh Theatre 


ever ſince we had one, Cato itſelf not excepted; . 
This brings to my Remembrance ſome d- 
licate Strokes of our Author, which I hadak 
| moſt forgot to take Notice of. — He tells (Page 


2d and 3d) © That the Stage has ſubſiſted in 
* Britain about Two hundred Years.— That 
* if Plays are a Poiſon, it is, at leaſt, but low 
< in its Operations. 

* Stage may have corrupted 'our People, the 
* Manners of the People have ſo far prevailed; 
as in ſome Reſpects to have reformed the 


* Stage. That on this Head we may come to 


* a ſure Concluſion, becauſe we may compare 


And that however the 


« Plays that were admitted during ſome Part 


“of this Period, with thoſe which are now 
c chiefly in repute. In making this Compari- 
“ ſon, it will appear, that a certain Degree of 


* Tndecency:and Licentiouſneſs once permitted, 


& is now rejected, and that Plays more pure 
«and of a better moral Tendency, are either 


% choſen from our ancient Stock, or that theſe - 


“ Qualities at leaſt are expected from every 
«. Writer of the preſent Age.” —— I remem- 
ber to have read many Years ago a Book on 


that Sabje@, ( written by a maſterly Hand ), 
wherein a Parallel is carried on between the Bris 


tiſh and the ancient Heathen (Greek and Roman) 


Stage, ——He brings the Plays of #ſchyhus and 


Sophocles, of Plautus and Terence, &, or Bal- 
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2 
ſages from them, and collates with them the 
' Compoſitions exhibited on the Britiſb Theatre, 
(uch as the Mock Aftrologer, the Orphan, 
the Old Batchelor, and Double Dealer; Love 
Triumphant, Love for Love, the Provo d 
Wife,' the. Relapſe, Orc.) and ſhews evidently 
that, in Point of Immodeſty and Profaneneſs, of 
Curſing and Swearing, of the Abuſe of Religi- 
on and the Holy Scriptures, and the Abuſe of 
the Clergy the Chriſtian Stage (if it is not 
a: Blunder, an Abſurdity to call it ſo): is much 
leſs pure, and more faulty than the Heathen 
was. As I am afraid that excellent Book is 
now almoſt out of Print, if I was equal to 
the Charge, I would give it a new Impreſſion ; 
(it is but about 400 Pages in 8vo.) I would in- 
deed forebear to mention the Author's Name, 
for Fear of leſſening his Influence, at leaſt with 
the Gentleman I now deal with, who feems to 
|| Have a very poor Opinion of Men of that Com- 
"  plexion and Character. But there is no ſuch 
1 cg in telling your Ladyſhip, that he was 
a Clergyman of the Church of England, and 
one of great Learning and Piety, who preferred 
Poverty, and the Peace of his Mind, to a good 
Benefice, and the Countenance of Men in 

oO ² ä G ²˙ öw-ͤ BB ESEY 
ITis true, this Apologiſt for the Stage has 
told us, that the Plays of our ancient Stock, 

1. e. thoſe in Uſe long ago, are now reformed, 
and purged of every Thing ofſenſive.— It may 
be ſo; but I have been told, that a Comedy 
—_— # | lately 
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Ge. 


him throv h all this wild Goole elle he has 
* deviſed a 
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ul exhibited, (after all its VIutilrtzonz and _ 
Refinements) gave the Ladies ſome Uſe for 


their Fans, to cool and cover their Faces. 


I dare ſay many, (and I hope all of them) 


would have taken it much amils, to be addreſ- 
ſed in the ſame Manner and Language at home, 
they were on the Theatre; and I cannot think; 
Indovericy and Smutt are the leſs guilty, or 
. to be the leſs offenſive for being publick; 
From the 16th Page and forward, this Author 
brinks 2 Number of foreign Auxiliaries to ſup- 
port his Poſſeſſion of the Play-houſe. He 
asks, Page 27th, Whether Knowles, In- 
äduſtry And Commerce are declined in this 
* City, ſince the Play-houſe was opened here! 
hat the Manager muſt ſuit his  Entertain- | 
“ ments to the Company; and if he is not 
* ſupported by the Grave and the Sober, he 
« mult ſuit himſelf to the Licentious and Pro- 
4 fane. Page 21. That if we could aboliſh! 
the Stage, we ſhould only make Room for 
the Return of Drunkenneſs, Gaming, and 


 * rude Cabals; and that the State of the Poor, 


é (whether indigent and reduced, or of the in- 


* duſtrious and laborious) is much mended by 


* the Play-houſe. —T hat the firſt Claſs is re- 
& lieved by Poor-houſes erected of late, and 


©. that the other is employed, and thereby main- 


e tained, by furniſhing the Tables, Cloathing 
* and Equipage of the Rich, Or. Page . ; 


Madam, It is none 9 my Buſineſ to ne 


a ; a 


ie for bimſelf. Had * thought his firſt 
Principle (the Morality of the Stage) on which 
he ſet out, fully eſtabliſhed on Scripture and 
Reaſon, he had no Occaſion - for theſe merce- 
nary Troops to maintain his Cauſe. I am 
perſuaded, that an invariable Regard to Truth 
and Honeſty, is the beſt Policy, and the beſt i 
Logick too. But though my Intention carried 
me no further, than to wipe off the vile Aſperſi- 
ons he has thrown upon holy . and 
the beſt Authorities, I think it might not be 
from the Purpoſe to aſk him the following 
Queſtions, naturally ariſing from the Principles 
and Facts he has advanced in the Pages above 
referred to. ? 
Whether ſubſtantial, uſeful Knowledge ns 
Literature, are in a more flouriſhing Conditi- 
on now, than they were many Years ago? 
Whether the greateſt Men now, in the Profeſ- 
ſions of Law, Phyſick or Theology, think F _ 
_ themſelves, far = in their ſeveral Profeſſi- 
ons, to a Craig of Rickarton, a Forbes of Corſe, 
a Pitcairn? and whether theſe great Men de- 
Tived their moſt extenſive Erudition from the 
Play-houſe? Whether, if the Stage con- | 
—_— ſo much to the Increaſe of Literature, | 
it was not a Blunder to forbid it in the Vicini- 20 
ty of the great Seminaries of Learning, Oxford, 
{ 


Cambridge, ic. Whether, if Induſtry and 
Commerce have not declined in this City, — a 
the Play-houſe was opened here, being a Que- 
| ſition of Facts, it may not be fit to aſk it of the 
7 W and \rtificers? and if they fay theſe : 1 


are 


wc 2384 


Play-houſe, we ſhould only make Room for 


9 


tre rather aten d. it may not be fit to ak 
whether that Increafe is more owing to the 


Play-houſe, than to other Incidents? - 


568 . Whether, if the Manager of a Stage muſt "1 
66 ſui uit his Entertainments to the Company, and 


jf he be not ſupported by the Grave and 


„ the Sober, he muſt ſuit himſelf to the Licen- 
c f;0us arid Profane, be not to affirm, (in 


other Words) That if a Man eannot ſupport 
his Luxury by lawful Means, and honeſt La- 
bour, he may — Recourſe to the High- way, 
not to beg, but to rob and murder — 
ther, if Clubs and Goſſipings concerted in the 
Play-houſe, have (after the Farce was over) 


been kept in the Tavern, where they have ſfup= 
ped, drank, gamed, gc. to very late, or ra- 


ther early Hours? And if this is true, whether 
there was Truth or Propriety in that Witticiſm 
of our Author, That if we could aboliſh the 


the Return of Drunkenneſs, Gaming and rude 


Cabals? Whether, If they who were the 


&« readieſt to ſhed Tears, for Hs D iſtreſſes re- 


* preſented in the Tragedy of Douglas,” were 
the moſt numerous, or moſt forward for erect- 
ing of poor Houſes? and if they were, whether 


they got their Impreſſions of Humanity and 


Pity from the Stage, where other Leſſons ( thoſe 
of Gallantry and Revenge) are more ee 


taught? 


Whether the! Rich al Great might not FR 
according to that Rank in which Providence, 2 
5 con them, and Hides C OED Table and 
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no Blay=houſe to go to: And if they may, 
Whether the Spinſter, the Weaver, the Co- 
thier,” and other Tradeſmen, might not be as 
muck employed, and as punctually paid for 


their Labour, if fo much Money was not 


ſquandered for the Play-houſe: Whether 
there is not as much Virtue in Charity, and as 


great Reward annexed to it, when Men give it 
only for the Love of God, and Obedience to 


his Law, as when (to the true and proper Mo- 


tive) they add the Expectation of diverting 


themſelves? And whether it was not paying 
but a coarſe Compliment to People of Figure 
and Fortune, to inſinuate, that if they had not 
the Play-honſe here, they would no longer 
live in Edinburgh, but muſt go where they 
eould find it? Upon the whole, Whether 
this Author is true and juſt in his Pleading for 


the Stage, or only ſpecious and miſleading ? 


This Gentleman (Page 26, Oc.) concludes 
his good Work, by inſinuating his great Re- 
gard and Concern for a very reſpectable Body, 


4 Judicature in this City; tho' all the Com- 


pliment he pays to their Learning is taken a- 


way by a fly Imputation of Raſhneſs. and Ty- 
2 in their Proceedings. If he means the 
Pres 


resbytery of Edinburgh, (as indeed he ſeems 
to do,) they are able enough to anſwer for 
themſelves, and vindicate the Conduct com- 
plained of. Tho I am no Member of that 


Society, T have had the Pleaſure of being ac- 
quainted with ſeverals of them, whom I thought 


Men 


their Station, tho' there were | 


£ A 4a a a. a a _Atoran. 
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Men of Learning and Character. T hae 
read their Admonition i in laſt January,” and in 
my poor Opinion, it is a wiſe, well expreſſed, 
and very ſeaſonable Warning to their Hearers, 
who certainly owe them Thanks for it. 


Tis true, they have not entered Am! into 


the Merits. of the Cauſe, nor indeed could they; 
in ſo. ſhort a Paper; but they have very judicis 
ouſly mentioned the Impropriety of running 


2 theſe idle, expenſive Entertainments in this 


Time of Dearth and Diſtreſs. es. 


The preſent is a Time of Danger, or aQual 


Calamity in moſt Parts of the known un 


„ my rages on the Continent of Europe, in 
Aſia and America, and did but very lately in 
Africa. — | here is in many Places, Faminez 


in ſome, Peſtilence, in others, Earthquakes, 


Ne Hurricanes, and Devaſtations by 


Fire, —God has not left himſelf without Wits 


neſs, nor us without Remedy ; he has not been 
wanting in the Means of our Amendment, but 
we have been wanting in the Uſe and Applica» 
tion, — 
to alarm our Fears, and awaken the World to 
Thought and Seriouſneſs; but if Men will nos 


| liſten — his Calls, he has provided no Cure for 
Obſtinacy. He made us free Agents, and will 
not alter his Scheme, by forcing us to be wiſeß 
and good, and happy, whether we will or not, 
Alfter ſo many Differences in Opinion with 
our Author, there is one Thing wherein I muſt. 
agree with him: He ſays (Page 1ſt) that? Diſ= 
mn 0 een N the an 1 true”... I 
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He has ſent abroad his Judgments - 
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7 Religion, may * in Pn and * Anima 
$6 fities,” hurtful to the Spirit of Religion it- 

4 felf—And that People who begin ſuch Dif- 

«© putes, have much to anſwer for, unleſs they 

% have ſufficient Reaſon for what they do. 

I am of the ſame Sentiments, and believe, that 

as Offences muſt come, there is a Wo de- 

nounced againſt them by whom they come. — 

But whether this Offence, and theſe Diſputes, 

came by the Play-houſe or the Presbytery, 1 

will leave the intelligent Reader to judge. 

J love Peace, and do moſt ſincerely with it 
prevailed i in all the World. — At the ſame time 
it might be too dearly paid for, if it is at the 
Expence of Truth. If we cannot be in Friend- 
{hip 'with Thieves and Robbers, but by ab- 
rogating the Laws, and overturning Sac Go- 
vernment which reſtrains them, and preſerves 
Property. If we cannot be in Peace with the 
Devil, and his Agents, without renouncing our 
Creed, abjuring our Baptiſm, and giving up 
our Bible ; ; 1 think that Peace is purchaſed ar 
too high a Price, after all that this Gentleman 
haas faid to bring us to a Meeting, and ſoften 
ia the Terms of Accommodation. 

My preſent Diſtreſs hinders me to write your 
12 with my own Hand: I am forced to 
employ that of a Friend, who knows not to 
whom I write. You will (1 hope) not only 
pardon this Freedom, but confider it as a Te- 

ſttimony of my Readineſs to obey your Com- 

” mands, and Zeal to approye my ſelf i in the beſt 
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